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What is a General Plan ?

 Community vision 
document

 “Blueprint” for future policy 
decisions

 Required by CA State law 
(Section 653000)

 Last update – 22 years ago
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State Required General Plan Elements

1. Land Use
2. Housing
3. Circulation (Mobility)
4. Safety
5. Noise
6. Open Space
7. Conservation
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SVGP Organizing Principles
Category General Plan Element

General Vision & Guiding Principles

Introduction

Administration and Implementation

Built Environment Land Use

Housing

Economic Development

Mobility Mobility

Natural Environment Open Space & Conservation

Community Community Services & Facilities

Safety & Noise
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SVGP Update – Key Tasks

 Update to the existing General Plan (1994)

 Incorporate new state requirements
General Plan update focus areas:

• Vacant and underdeveloped properties
• Transportation/mobility options
• Community services and recreation
• Housing Element for state (HCD) compliance
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Existing SVGP 
Land Use Map



S C O T T S  V A L L E Y  G E N E R A L  P L A N

1994 SVGP Buildout Analysis
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Progress to Date

1. Adopted Housing Element
2. GPAC Formation
3. SVGP Website
4. Community Fact Sheets
5. Envision Scotts Valley Community Workshop
6. Envision Scotts Valley Community Survey
7. GPAC Review of Four Draft Elements
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SVGP 2015-2023 Housing Element
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General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC)
 City Council Members (2)
 Planning Commission Chair
 Parks & Recreation Commission Chair
 Scotts Valley Water District Board Member
 Scotts Valley Fire District Board Member
 Scotts Valley Unified School District Board Member
 Scotts Valley Chamber Board Member
 3 At-large / 1 Alternate

12 members
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General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC)

1. Provide valuable input and recommendations to 
City staff
• Draft goals and policies
• Land use and transportation analysis
• Administrative Draft General Plan and EIR

2. Coordinate with their respective outside agencies
3. Facilitate community outreach
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General Plan Advisory Committee (GPAC)
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SVGP Update Website 
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SVGP Update Website 
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Community Fact Sheets

 “Snap-shot” of trends, facts 
and figures.

 Organized per the four 
General Plan categories.

 Magazine style 4-8 pages, 
easy-to-read.

 Distributed at the 
Community Workshop.

 Available on the SVGP 
website.
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Envision Scotts Valley Community Workshop
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Envision Scotts Valley Community Workshop
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Envision Scotts Valley Community Workshop
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Envision Scotts Valley Community Workshop
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Envision Scotts Valley Community Workshop
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Envision Scotts Valley Community Workshop
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Envision Scotts Valley Community Workshop
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Envision Scotts Valley Community Survey
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Vision Statement

Surrounded by hillsides and forests, Scotts 
Valley is an energetic City that values a mix 
of natural and built environments.  The 
residents and business owners benefit from 
a balanced mix of housing, employment, 
and commercial services, and foster 
community interaction that is the foundation 
of a family-oriented way of life.
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Guiding Principle Topic Areas

1. Community Identity & Connections

2. Natural Resources

3. Neighborhoods & Housing

4. Mobility

5. Growth
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General Plan Elements - Organization

 Introduction
 Background & Context
 Goals Policies & Actions

• Region
• City
• Neighborhood
• Project
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Economic Development Goals

1. Manage land use for economic development.
2. Promote the City.
3. Encourage business expansion and retention.
4. Foster a healthy commercial sector for 

residents & region.
5. Provide the necessary municipal services and 

infrastructure that support a viable business 
climate.
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Safety & Noise Goals

1. Protect human life and minimized damage 
from:
 Fires
 Flooding
 Geologic & Seismic
 Hazardous Materials

2. Maximize post-disaster relief capabilities 
and recovery operations.

3. Minimize impacts associated with vehicle 
noise.
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Community Services & Facilities Goals

1. Provide reliable and cost-effective water, 
wastewater, and solid waste management 
services that is sustainably managed.

2. Provide high quality emergency services.
3. Provide ample, safe, and well-maintained park 

and recreation facilities and programs.
4. Provide high-quality community facilities and 

programs for all ages and abilities.
5. Promote an environment that improves the 

community’s health and well-being.
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Open Space & Conservation Goals

1. Protect and conserve Scotts Valley’s natural 
resources.

2. Preserve and protect existing viewsheds and 
scenic open spaces and corridors.

3. Preserve surface and ground water supplies.
4. Protect and conserve significant historical and 

archaeological resources.
5. Reduce air quality and greenhouse gas impacts 

and utilize renewable energy sources and green 
building techniques.
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Next Steps

1. Traffic and Transportation Analysis

2. Land Use “Build-out” Analysis

3. Land Use and Mobility Elements

4. Draft and Final EIR

5. Planning Commission Review

6. City Council Review & Adoption
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Scotts Valley Drive

Mount Hermon Road
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Project Schedule

Task Timeline (2019)

Transportation 101 (GPAC) January

Preferred Land Use “Build-out” Plan (GPAC) February - April

Draft EIR Spring - Summer
Land Use & Mobility Elements (GPAC) Spring - Summer
Final EIR Fall
Admin. Draft SVGP & EIR (GPAC) Fall
Planning Commission Recommendation Fall

City Council Review & Adoption Fall – Winter (2020)
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GPAC Input & Discussion
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